Ivanhoe

Vocabulary:

1.         betrothal 

2.
fervent

3.
usury

1. 4.
admonishes

5.
barbarity

6. poultice

7.
aggrieved 

8.
benighted

9.
ignobly

10.
perfidy 

11.
priory 

13.
scheming

14.
conflagration

15.
magnanimous 

16.
mea culpa

17.
insolence 

18.
malice

19.
sully 

20.
taunt

Questions:  Please answer in complete sentences and include the question in you answer.
1. Ivanhoe's father orders Rowena to marry Prince Athelstane. What significance is there to Athelstane family genealogy?  What does Ivanhoe's father want the marriage to do?  Why is Rowena given no choice in the matter? What does this say about the role of women in the 12th century? What purposes did marriage

            serve in the 12th century? How is marriage different today? 

2. 
Isaac of York's life is in danger because he is Jewish. Why were

            Jews so feared and despised? What jobs were Jews prohibited from having and  

            what jobs were they forced into to survive?  What was the role of anti-Semitism

            in medieval Europe? Is there a comparison between medieval

            anti-Semitism and 20th century anti-Semitism? 

3.       When King John receives the message "The hawk has flown", what did that mean   

            and why was he so frightened?

4.
What is Ivanhoe's first name?

5.         What does the term desdicato mean in Latin?  Why does Ivanhoe take this title for   

            himself?

6.
Medieval marriages were often arranged for political purposes.

            Why is a marriage between De Bracy and Rowena politically

            desirable?

7.
Like Shakespeare's Julius Caesar, many say the title is incorrect as the story really revolves around another character or situation, ex. Brutus.  Could this story be title Brian de Bois-Guilbert?  Explain your answer.  
8.
Why is the Grand Master of the Templars, Lucas De Beaumanoir, coming to England?  Does his brand of religion follow the same fanatical extreme as the terrorist of today?  Explain.

9.
What significance is there that King Richard uses a Saxon battle-axe as his weapon of choice in the battle against the Norman "champions"?

10.
Given the status of women in medieval society, how does Rebecca

            differ from other women? Does her religion play any role in her

differences?

11.
When Bois-Guilbert says to Rebecca, "Lady, to my Grand Master Lucus de Beaumanoir, as a woman and a Jew, you are the devil's very spawn."  What is does he mean?

12.
Of King John's champions, Maurice de Bracy, Reginald Front-de-Boeuf, and Brian de Bois-Gilbert, who do you considered the most honorable and why?  
13.
Why does Rebecca lie to Rowena and deny the love between

herself and Ivanhoe? Why does she make such a large sacrifice?

14. Bois-Gilbert tells Ivanhoe that he was not brave enough to die for King Richard, 

but is brave enough to die for Rebecca. Throughout the story he is portrayed as callous and evil.  Is he? Does he reclaim his honor and does he ever gain redemption? Explain.

15.
Why is Queen Eleanor so angry at both sons?  

